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From the center of Imperial Rome to the farthest reaches of ancient Britain, Gaul, and Spain, amphitheaters
marked the landscape of the Western Roman Empire. Built to bring Roman institutions and the spectacle of
Roman power to conquered peoples, many still remain as witnesses to the extent and control of the empire.

In this book, Alison Futrell explores the arena as a key social and political institution for binding Rome and
its provinces. She begins with the origins of the gladiatorial contest and shows how it came to play an
important role in restructuring Roman authority in the later Republic. She then traces the spread of
amphitheaters across the Western Empire as a means of transmitting and maintaining Roman culture and
control in the provinces.

Futrell also examines the larger implications of the arena as a venue for the ritualized mass slaughter of
human beings, showing how the gladiatorial contest took on both religious and political overtones. This
wide-ranging study, which draws insights from archaeology and anthropology, as well as Classics, broadens
our understanding of the gladiatorial contest and its place within the highly politicized cult practice of the
Roman Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Thomas:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman
Power was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power is not
only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Blood in the
Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mary Perry:

The guide untitled Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power is the book that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Blood
in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Pittman:

Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Blood in the Arena: The
Spectacle of Roman Power nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Brian Rocha:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power can be your answer as it can
be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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