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Since the first publication of Cock Lane and Common-Sense in 1894, nothing has occurred to alter greatly
the author’s opinions. He has tried to make the Folklore Society see that such things as modern reports of
wraiths, ghosts, ‘fire-walking,’ ‘corpse-lights,’ ‘crystal-gazing,’ and so on, are within their province, and
within the province of anthropology. In this attempt he has not quite succeeded. As he understands the
situation, folklorists and anthropologists will hear gladly about wraiths, ghosts, corpse-candles, hauntings,
crystal-gazing, and walking unharmed through fire, as long as these things are part of vague rural tradition,
or of savage belief. But, as soon as there is first-hand evidence of honourable men and women for the
apparent existence of any of the phenomena enumerated, then Folklore officially refuses to have anything to
do with the subject. Folklore will register and compare vague savage or popular beliefs; but when educated
living persons vouch for phenomena which (if truly stated) account in part for the origin of these popular or
savage beliefs, then Folklore turns a deaf ear. The logic of this attitude does not commend itself to the author
ofCock Lane and Common-Sense. On the other side, the Society for Psychical Research, while anxiously
examining all the modern instances which Folklore rejects, has hitherto neglected, on the whole, that
evidence from history, tradition, savage superstition, saintly legend, and so forth, which Folklore deigns to
regard with interest. The neglect is not universal, and the historical aspect of these beliefs has been dealt with
by Mr. Gurney (on Witchcraft), by Mr. Myers (on the Classical Oracles), and by Miss X. (on Crystal-
Gazing). Still, the savage and traditional evidence is nearly as much eschewed by psychical research, as the
living and contemporary evidence is by Folklore. The truth is that anthropology and Folklore have a ready-
made theory as to the savage and illusory origin of all belief in the spiritual, from ghosts to God. The
reported occurrence, therefore, of phenomena which suggest the possible existence of causes of belief not
accepted by anthropology, is a distasteful thing, and is avoided. On the other hand, psychical research averts
its gaze, as a rule, from tradition, because the testimony of tradition is not ‘evidential,’ not at first hand.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

With other case, little folks like to read book Cock Lane and Common-Sense. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Cock Lane and
Common-Sense. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Geraldine Dube:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Cock Lane and
Common-Sense suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Cock Lane and Common-Senseis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Sandra Conaway:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Cock Lane and Common-Sense
reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Cock Lane and Common-Sense as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

John Harrison:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Cock Lane and Common-Sense is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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