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Do, or should, dictionaries control language? How do they treat language change, both now and in the past?
Which words do dictionaries leave out - and on what grounds?

Dictionaries are far more than works which list the words and meanings of a language. In this Very Short
Introduction Lynda Mugglestone shows that all dictionaries are partial and all are selective. They are human
products, reflecting the dominant social and cultural assumptions of the time in which they were written.

Dictionaries exist then not only as works which seek to document language, but also as cultural documents
that are connected to the world in which they were produced. Exploring common beliefs about dictionaries,
providing glimpses of behind the scenes dictionary makers at work, and confronting the problems of how a
word is to be defined, Mugglestone shows that dictionaries are always, and inevitably, more than the crafting
of a simple list of words. Concluding with a look at the range of modern dictionaries and transformations,
from online dictionaries such as urbandictionary.com or wictionary to txt-spk and slang, she reveals the
controversial nature of the debates about communication and language, showing that only in written and
spoken English does the language of dictionaries exist in full.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Riddle:

The book Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing
like a book Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Veronica Gregor:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer of Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Dictionaries: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Duncan Houghton:

The reason why? Because this Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Leslie White:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous



books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Dictionaries: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions).
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