Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical
and Neurobiological Perspectiveson Moral
Responsibility and Free Will

Nancey Murphy, Warren S. Brown

Download now

Click hereif your download doesn"t start automatically


http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B001CN84Q6
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B001CN84Q6
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B001CN84Q6

Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and
Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and
Free Will

Nancey Murphy, Warren S. Brown

Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectiveson Moral
Responsibility and Free Will Nancey Murphy, Warren S. Brown

If humans are purely physical, and if it isthe brain that does the work formerly assigned to the mind or soul,
then how can it fail to be the case that al of our thoughts and actions are determined by the laws of
neurobiology? If thisis the case, then free will, moral responsibility, and, indeed, reason itself would appear
to bein jeopardy. Nancey Murphy and Warren S. Brown here defend a non-reductive version of physicalism
whereby humans are (sometimes) the authors of their own thoughts and actions.

Did My Neurons Make Me Do [t? brings together insights from both philosophy and the cognitive
neurosciences to defeat neurobiological reductionism. One resource is a "post-Cartesian” account of mind as
essentially embodied and constituted by action-feedback-eval uation-action loops in the environment, and
"scaffolded” by cultural resources. Another is a non-mysterious account of downward (mental) causation
explained in terms of a complex, higher-order system exercising constraints on lower-level causal processes.
These resources are intrinsically related: the embeddedness of brain events in action-feedback loopsisthe
key to their mentality, and those broader systems have causal effects on the brain itself.

With these resources Murphy and Brown take on two problemsin philosophy of mind: aresponse to the
charges that physicalists cannot account for the meaningfulness of language nor the causal efficacy of the
mental qua mental. Solutions to these problems are a prerequisite to addressing the central problem of the
book: how can biological organisms be free and morally responsible? The authors argue that the free-will
problem is badly framed if it is put in terms of neurobiological determinism; the real issue is neurobiological
reductionism. If it isindeed possible to make sense of the notion of downward causation, then the relevant
question is whether humans exert downward causation over some of their own parts and processes. If all
organisms do this to some extent, what needs to be added to this animalian flexibility to constitute free and
responsible action? The keys are sophisticated language and hierarchically ordered cognitive processes
allowing (mature) humans to evaluate their own actions, motives, goals, and rational and moral principles.
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From reader reviews:
Sandra Kelley:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?:
Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Mora Responsibility and Free Will will make you to
become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Cary Freeman:

The book Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral
Responsibility and Free Will has alot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jennifer Buster:

Did My Neurons Make Me Do I1t?: Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility
and Free Will can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Did My Neurons Make Me Do 1t?: Philosophical
and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and Free Will nevertheless doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Mark Authement:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Did My Neurons Make Me Do 1t?:
Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and Free Will e-book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and
Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and Free Will as good book not just by the cover but
also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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