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Since the 1970s, urban communities across the country have had to face the wrenching process of economic
restructuring. As the media announce the latest plant closings and politicians slam each other for outsourcing
jobs, events are too often framed with a kind of economic determinism that denies agency to individual
communities. To what degree can industrial cities in such an era still imagine themselves as authors of their
own economic fates? In Rust Belt Resistance, author Perry Bush explores this question by focusing on the
small midwestern city of Lima, Ohio. When British Petroleum (BP) announced late in 1996 that it would
close and demolish its refinery there—which at the time employed 500 people with a $31.5 million
payroll—economic desperation loomed. Lima’s story, however, deviated from the usual sad narrative of
other Midwest plant closures and began to assume a drama of its own. Led by an unlikely cast of
characters—an uncommonly stubborn set of civic leaders, a conservative local newspaper publisher, and the
city’s determined and progressive mayor—Lima refused to take its place quietly on the industrial scrap heap.
Instead of collapsing in despair, the refinery’s workers continued to function as a model of industrial
efficiency and hard work, partly in a determined effort to build profitability and preserve their jobs and also
because hard work was the essence and tradition of this blue-collar town. In a story replete with a number of
dramatic twists and turns, Bush describes how this collection of individuals led a resistant multinational
corporation to a financial deal it could not refuse, located an acceptable buyer for the refinery, and saved not
only a sizable share of the city’s financial foundation but also the community’s identity and self-respect. Rust
Belt Resistance is a valuable instructional lesson for business and community leaders, scholars, and anyone
interested in the continuing viability of American industrial cities.
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From reader reviews:

Dolly Taylor:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need that Rust Belt Resistance: How a
Small Community Took on Big Oil and Won to read.

Joe Hessler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Rust Belt Resistance: How a
Small Community Took on Big Oil and Won is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

John Jonas:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Rust Belt
Resistance: How a Small Community Took on Big Oil and Won suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Rust Belt Resistance: How a Small
Community Took on Big Oil and Wonis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Floy Knowles:

The actual book Rust Belt Resistance: How a Small Community Took on Big Oil and Won has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.
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