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Although sometimes decried by pundits, George W. Bush’s use of moral and religious rhetoric is far from
unique in the American presidency. Throughout history and across party boundaries, presidents have used
such appeals, with varying degrees of political success. The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents astutely
analyzes the president’s role as the nation’s moral spokesman.

Armed with quantitative methods from political science and the qualitative case study approach prevalent in
rhetorical studies, Colleen J. Shogan demonstrates that moral and religious rhetoric is not simply a reflection
of individual character or an expression of American “civil religion” but a strategic tool presidents can use to
enhance their constitutional authority.

To determine how the use of moral rhetoric has changed over time, Shogan employs content analysis of the
inaugural and annual addresses of all the presidents from George Washington through George W. Bush. This
quantitative evidence shows that while presidents of both parties have used moral and religious arguments,
the frequency has fluctuated considerably and the language has become increasingly detached from relevant
policy arguments.

Shogan explores the political effects of the rhetorical choices presidents make through nine historical cases
(Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Buchanan, Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Kennedy, Lyndon
Johnson, and Carter). She shows that presidents who adapt their rhetoric to the political conditions at hand
enhance their constitutional authority, while presidents who ignore political constraints suffer adverse
political consequences. The case studies allow Shogan to highlight the specific political circumstances that
encourage or discourage the use of moral rhetoric.

Shogan concludes with an analysis of several dilemmas of governance instigated by George W. Bush’s
persistent devotion to moral and religious argumentation.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Jones:

The event that you get from The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Moral Rhetoric of
American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read
this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Moral Rhetoric of American
Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) instantly.

Antione Wilson:

The reserve with title The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

John Burns:

This The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) is
fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better
life and also knowledge.

Patricia Stokes:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is referred to as of book The Moral Rhetoric of American Presidents (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could



possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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