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Nicholas Murray's The Rocky Road to the Great War examines the evolution of field fortification theory and
practice between 1877 and 1914. During this period field fortifications became increasingly important, and
their construction evolved from primarily above to below ground. The reasons for these changes are crucial
to explaining the landscape of World War 1, yet they have remained largely unstudied.

The transformation in field fortifications reflected not only the ongoing technological advances but aso the
changing prioritiesin the reasons for constructing them, such as preventing desertion, protecting troops,
multiplying forces, reinforcing tactical points, providing a secure base, and dominating an area. Field
fortification theory, however, did not evolve solely in response to improving firepower or technology.
Rather, a combination of those factors and societal ones-for example, the rise of large conscript armies and
the increasing participation of citizens rather than subjects-led directly to technical alterationsin the actual
construction of the fieldworks. These technical developments arose from the second wave of the Industrial
Revolution in the late nineteenth century that provided new technol ogies that increased the firepower of
artillery, which in turn drove the transition from above- to belowground field fortification.

Based largely on primary sources including French, British, Austrian, and American military attache reports-
Murray's enlightening study is unique in defining, fully examining, and contextualizing the theories and
construction of field fortifications before World War 1.
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From reader reviews:
Alysa Appel:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Rocky Road to the Great
War? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Mary Perry:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific The Rocky Road to the
Great War to read.

Stanley Rivas:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It isa good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anindividua isyou don't know which one you should start with. This The Rocky Road to the Great War
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and wishiin thisera

Jacquelynn Laverty:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
rea their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring aswell as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Rocky Road to the Great War can make you sense more interested to read.
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