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The Ruin takes place in rural Southwestern Colorado in the summer and winter of 1954-55. It is a time when
corporal punishment is common at school and at home. boys faced with school yard bulleys are expected to
"man up". The contemporary portion is set in the year 2000 after successive years of school shootings caused
in part by disturbed boys who have been persistently bullied.

The Ruin is a story about bullying, damaged lives, and the tragic consequences that too often end in suicide
or even the ultimate tragedy: school shootings.
The Ruin begins with retiring English teacher Clifton Kelley caring for his class during a school lock down,
because across town a boy is shooting classmates in the school cafeteria. Kelley flashes back 40 years to
himself as a 14 year old boy, who after years of school-yard bullying, is driven to make the decision whether
to aim his rifle at the boys who have bullied and beaten him or seek refuge from his rage by fleeing to the
wilderness.

The Ruin then becomes the story of his survival using the knowledge he has gained from his parents and the
Museum at Mesa Verde National Park. For the next year he takes shelter in a cliff dwelling in the foothill
canyons of Mesa Verde. He finds the strength to overcome fear of the dark, hunger and the severe climate on
the 7,000-foot foothill plateau. There he gathers food, learns to hunt using a primitive weapon, stores food
for the winter, and devises clothing to protect himself from the harsh mountain climate.

The boy connects with the spirits of the long departed Ancient Puebloans whose dwelling he finds home.
Spare time in his long days of solitude become a time of introspection, communing with nature, and
creativity.

Nearing the anniversary of his disappearance the lessons of the experience are put to the test.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Lynch:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Ruin book as basic and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Cedric Barnett:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Ruin, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Nancy Kidder:

The book with title The Ruin includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Michael Clark:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the The Ruin when you needed it?
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