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Condemned:Letters from Death Rowby "Ray" and Seán Ó Riain is a collection of letters between a former
Cork teacher and a death row inmate that develops into a unique friendship-one thatis in itself a subtle,
rallying cry against an American system that still honours the 3,000 year old adage "an eye for eye", serving
as a reminder that, as Gandhi observed, "An eye for an eye makes everyone blind".Ray has been convicted of
killing a man, a crime he committed as a young man and that he admits and regrets. For his crime, Ray's
sentence is death but what he seeks is not a pardon, or pity, or freedom. Simply, he hopes that his sentence
will be commuted to life imprisonment without parole. For most of us to hope for a future so bleak seems
unimaginable, but for Ray this is the focus of his appeals- a chance to live. Seán Ó Riain has been writing to
Ray for several years and, while Seán's careful letters are included, it is Ray's heartfelt depiction of death row
life that form the heart and soul of the book. Ray's letters are powerful in their understated descriptions of his
difficult life circumstances- from juvenile offender with addict parents and dependent siblings to his current
situation. The denied dreams, the unfulfilled desires, the loneliness, and the fear are all brought to
devastating reality in his simple words. The men's letters are framed by commentaries, facts, and case-studies
from the American death penalty system, clarifying the process of state sanctioned revenge in 36 of the US
states: a process directly in violation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. A process currently
viewed by 88% of American Criminologists and by most American police chiefs as the least effective
deterrent to violent crime- one that costs $114 million more annually than life imprisonment in one state
alone. Since the year 2000, almost 700 people have been executed in the 36 states that still enforcethe death
penalty in the US. InCondemned, after several years of writing to Ray, Ó Riain makes us question the
prevalence of the death sentence in the American legal system and asks- should any state punishthe death of
a citizen with more death?
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From reader reviews:

Leigh Grayer:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Condemned: Letters from Death Row
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jessie Nathan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Condemned: Letters from Death Row, you
could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Eva Ammons:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Condemned: Letters from Death Row can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short free time problems.

Alice Concannon:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Condemned: Letters from Death Row we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Condemned: Letters from Death Row.
You can more attractive than now.
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