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“John Taggart’s poetry is not like music, it is music.”—George Oppen

Is Music—a major retrospective of an American original—gathers the best poems from John Taggart’s
fourteen volumes, ranging from early objectivist experiments and jazz-influenced improvisational pieces to
longer breathtaking compositions regarded as underground masterpieces. There is a prayerful quality to
Taggart’s poetry, rooted in music—from medieval Christian traditions and soul to American punk rock. He
is also heavily influenced by the visual arts, most notably in his classic “Slow Song for Mark Rothko,” in
which he did with words what Rothko did with paint and dye.

To breathe and stretch one’s arms again
to breathe through the mouth to breathe to
breathe through the mouth to utter in
the most quiet way not to whisper not to whisper
to breathe through the mouth in the most quiet way to
breathe to sing to breathe to sing to breathe
to sing the most quiet way.

To sing to light the most quiet light in darkness
radiantia radiantia
singing light in darkness.

To sing as the host sings in his house.

 

John Taggart is the author of fourteen books of poetry and two books of criticism. He was, for many years,
a professor of English and director of the Interdisciplinary Arts Program at Shippensburg University. He
lives near Shippensburg, Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley McKay:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Is Music: New and Selected Poems. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Is Music: New
and Selected Poems. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

James Goodman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Is Music: New and Selected Poems can be very good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Terry Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Is Music: New and Selected Poems why because the amazing cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Irene Gonzales:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Is Music: New and Selected Poems provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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