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The genre of legal cinema is an extensive and revealing one: it is a body of films that depicts lawyers,
clients, criminals, judges, and juries, often not as they actually are, but as we would like them to be. The
idealized courtroom of many legal movies tells us a great deal about what we think of our justice system and
what we want it to reflect about America, but the films in the genre vary widely in how they do this. From To
Kill a Mockingbird to Liar, Liar, from A Time to Kill to Twelve Angry Men, we see certain stereotypes
repeating themselves again and again: the judge as stern referee, the jury as an ultimately fair body of
decisionmakers, the lawyer as hardworking and passionate fighter for the underdog. In this new and
comprehensive study of this understudied category of film, author Ross D. Levi argues that, contrary to
popular belief, legal movies show us a system that is far more fair than our actual one, with corruption
downplayed and greed made subordinate to compassion and compromise. With a comprehensive
filmography, penetrating analysis?both cinematic and legal?and engaging discussion of a wide array of
movies, The Celluloid Courtroom is an indispensable guide to a key aspect of American movies and
American justice.

The genre of legal cinema is an extensive and revealing one: it is a body of films that depicts lawyers,
clients, criminals, judges, and juries, often not as they actually are, but as we would like them to be. The
idealized courtroom of many legal movies tells us a great deal about what we think of our justice system and
what we want it to reflect about America, but the films in the genre vary widely in how they do this. From To
Kill a Mockingbird to Liar, Liar, from A Time to Kill to Twelve Angry Men, we see certain stereotypes
repeating themselves again and again: the judge as stern referee, the jury as an ultimately fair body of
decisionmakers, the lawyer as hardworking and passionate fighter for the underdog. In this new and
comprehensive study of this understudied category of film, author Ross D. Levi argues that, contrary to
popular belief, legal movies show us a system that is far more fair than our actual one, with corruption
downplayed and greed made subordinate to compassion and compromise.

These are films that have affected as much as reflected the American justice system, as we enter the courts
hoping, often against hope, that they will be something like what we've seen in the movies. With a
comprehensive filmography, penetrating analysis?both legal and cinematic?and engaging and enlightening
discussion, The Celluloid Courtroom is an indispensable guide to a key aspect of American movies and
American justice.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Celluloid Courtroom: A History of Legal Cinema. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book The Celluloid Courtroom: A History of Legal Cinema. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

James Oliver:

The book The Celluloid Courtroom: A History of Legal Cinema gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The Celluloid
Courtroom: A History of Legal Cinema to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open up and read a guide The Celluloid Courtroom: A History of Legal Cinema. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
book?

Lisa Cook:

Typically the book The Celluloid Courtroom: A History of Legal Cinema has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after scanning this book.

Sharon Clayton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Celluloid Courtroom: A
History of Legal Cinema, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.
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