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The role of torture in recent Iranian politics is the subject of Ervand Abrahamian's important and disturbing
book. Although Iran officially banned torture in the early twentieth century, Abrahamian provides
documentation of its use under the Shahs and of the widespread utilization of torture and public confession
under the Islamic Republican governments. His study is based on an extensive body of material, including
Amnesty International reports, prison literature, and victims' accounts that together give the book a chilling
immediacy.

According to human rights organizations, Iran has been at the forefront of countries using systematic
physical torture in recent years, especially for political prisoners. Is the government's goal to ensure social
discipline? To obtain information? Neither seem likely, because torture is kept secret and victims are
brutalized until something other than information is obtained: a public confession and ideological
recantation. For the victim, whose honor, reputation, and self-respect are destroyed, the act is a form of
suicide.

In Iran a subject's "voluntary confession" reaches a huge audience via television. The accessibility of
television and use of videotape have made such confessions a primary propaganda tool, says Abrahamian,
and because torture is hidden from the public, the victim's confession appears to be self-motivated,
increasing its value to the authorities.

Abrahamian compares Iran's public recantations to campaigns in Maoist China, Stalinist Russia, and the
religious inquisitions of early modern Europe, citing the eerie resemblance in format, language, and imagery.
Designed to win the hearts and minds of the masses, such public confessions—now enhanced by
technology—continue as a means to legitimize those in power and to demonize "the enemy."
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hofmeister:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Martina Smith:

The particular book Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran has a lot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Vincenza Nagel:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Tortured Confessions: Prisons
and Public Recantations in Modern Iran which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Clarence Duncan:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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