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The Progressive Era, a few brief decades around the turn of the last century, still burns in American
memory for its outsized personalities: Theodore Roosevelt, whose energy glinted through his pince-
nez; Carry Nation, who smashed saloons with her axe and helped stop an entire nation from drinking;
women suffragists, who marched in the streets until they finally achieved the vote; Andrew Carnegie
and the super-rich, who spent unheard-of sums of money and became the wealthiest class of
Americans since the Revolution. Yet the full story of those decades is far more than the sum of its
characters. In Michael McGerr's A Fierce Discontent America's great political upheaval is brilliantly
explored as the root cause of our modern political malaise.

The Progressive Era witnessed the nation's most convulsive upheaval, a time of radicalism far beyond the
Revolution or anything since. In response to the birth of modern America, with its first large-scale
businesses, newly dominant cities, and an explosion of wealth, one small group of middle-class Americans
seized control of the nation and attempted to remake society from bottom to top. Everything was open to
question -- family life, sex roles, race relations, morals, leisure pursuits, and politics. For a time, it seemed as
if the middle-class utopians would cause a revolution.

They accomplished an astonishing range of triumphs. From the 1890s to the 1910s, as American soldiers
fought a war to make the world safe for democracy, reformers managed to outlaw alcohol, close down vice
districts, win the right to vote for women, launch the income tax, take over the railroads, and raise feverish
hopes of making new men and women for a new century.

Yet the progressive movement collapsed even more spectacularly as the war came to an end amid race riots,
strikes, high inflation, and a frenzied Red scare. It is an astonishing and moving story.

McGerr argues convincingly that the expectations raised by the progressives' utopian hopes have nagged at
us ever since. Our current, less-than-epic politics must inevitably disappoint a nation that once thought in
epic terms. The New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, the Great Society, and now the war on terrorism
have each entailed ambitious plans for America; and each has had dramatic impacts on policy and society.
But the failure of the progressive movement set boundaries around the aspirations of all of these efforts.
None of them was as ambitious, as openly determined to transform people and create utopia, as the
progressive movement. We have been forced to think modestly ever since that age of bold reform. For all of
us, right, center, and left, the age of "fierce discontent" is long over.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement
in A. Try to make the book A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A as
your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Adele Rowan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive
Movement in A as your daily resource information.

Shirley Wales:

A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A nevertheless doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Joseph Chitwood:

You will get this A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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