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The phenomenon of celebrity burst upon the world scene about a century ago, as movies and modern media
brought exceptional, larger-than-life personalities before the masses. During the same era, modernist authors
were creating works that defined high culture in our society and set aesthetics apart from the middle- and
low-brow culture in which celebrity supposedly resides. To challenge this ingrained dichotomy between
modernism and celebrity, Jonathan Goldman offers a provocative new reading of early twentieth-century
culture and the formal experiments that constitute modernist literature's unmistakable legacy. He argues that
the literary innovations of the modernists are indeed best understood as a participant in the popular
phenomenon of celebrity.Presenting a persuasive argument as well as a chronicle of modernism's and
celebrity's shared history, Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity begins by unraveling the uncanny
syncretism between Oscar Wilde's writings and his public life. Goldman explains that Wilde, in shaping his
instantly identifiable public image, provided a model for both literary and celebrity culturesin the decades
that followed. In subsequent chapters, Goldman traces this lineage through two luminaries of the modernist
canon, James Joyce and Gertrude Stein, before turning to the cinema of mega-star Charlie Chaplin. He
investigates how celebrity and modernism intertwine in the work of two less obvious modernist subjects,
Jean Rhys and John Dos Passos. Turning previous criticism on its head, Goldman demonstrates that the
authorial self-fashioning particular to modernism and generated by modernist technique helps create

cel ebrity as we now know it.
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From reader reviews:
Shannon Grant:

This Maodernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) book isjust not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read alot of
information you will get. This specific Modernism Isthe Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series)
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) can bring if you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

John Augustine:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice
giveyou lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Modernism Isthe
Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

George Rodriguez:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Modernism Is the Literature of
Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train aswell as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone.
And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

John Street:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Modernism Is the Literature of
Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) to make your reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book
and learn it. Beside that the guide Modernism Isthe Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) can
to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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