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An exploration of Chinese during a time of monumental change, the period after the fall of the Han dynasty.

Exploring a time of profound change, this book details the intellectual ferment after the fall of the Han
dynasty. Questions about “heaven” and the affairs of the world that had seemed resolved by Han
Confucianism resurfaced and demanded reconsideration. New currents in philosophy, religion, and
intellectual life emerged to leave an indelible mark on the subsequent development of Chinese thought and
culture. This period saw the rise of xuanxue (“dark learning” or “learning of the mysterious Dao”), the
establishment of religious Daoism, and the rise of Buddhism. In examining the key ideas of xuanxue and
focusing on its main proponents, the contributors to this volume call into question the often-presumed
monolithic identity of this broad philosophical front. The volume also highlights the richness and complexity
of religion in China during this period, examining the relationship between the Way of the Celestial Master
and local, popular religious beliefs and practices, and discussing the relationship between religious Daoism
and Buddhism.

“...Chan and Lo have deeply enriched our understanding of early medieval China (220–589 CE).” — Journal
of Chinese Religions

“…a welcome addition to the growing body of literature on medieval China.” — Philosophy East & West

Alan K. L. Chan is Professor of Philosophy at the Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. His books
include Two Visions of the Way: A Study of the Wang Pi and the Ho-shang Kung Commentaries on the Lao-
tzu, also published by SUNY Press; Filial Piety in Chinese Thought and History; and Mencius: Contexts and
Interpretations.

Yuet-Keung Lo is Associate Professor of Chinese Studies at the National University of Singapore. Together
they have coedited Interpretation and Literature in Early Medieval China, also published by SUNY Press
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Philosophy and
Religion in Early Medieval China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book since this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Aaron Mullen:

This Philosophy and Religion in Early Medieval China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Philosophy and Religion in Early Medieval China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you actually with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Philosophy and Religion in Early Medieval China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Caleb Hutto:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Philosophy and Religion in Early Medieval China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture), you
are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a book.

Stephen Phelps:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try



this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is Philosophy and Religion in Early Medieval China (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture).
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