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Social and political change is impossible in the absence of gifted male charismatic leadership—this is the
fiction that shaped African American culture throughout the twentieth century. If we understand this, Erica
R. Edwards tells us, we will better appreciate the dramatic variations within both the modern black freedom
struggle and the black literary tradition.

By considering leaders such as Marcus Garvey, Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and Barack Obama as
both historical personages and narrative inventions of contemporary American culture, Edwards brings to the
study of black politics the tools of intertextual narrative analysis as well as deconstruction and close reading.
Examining a number of literary restagings of black leadership in African American fiction by W. E. B. Du
Bois, George Schuyler, Zora Neale Hurston, William Melvin Kelley, Paul Beatty, and Toni Morrison,
Edwards demonstrates how African American literature has contested charisma as a structuring fiction of
modern black politics.

Though recent scholarship has challenged top-down accounts of historical change, the presumption that
history is made by gifted men continues to hold sway in American letters and life. This may be, Edwards
shows us, because while charisma is a transformative historical phenomenon, it carries an even stronger
seductive narrative power that obscures the people and methods that have created social and political shifts.
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From reader reviews:

James Fletcher:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Charisma and the Fictions of Black
Leadership (Difference Incorporated) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kenneth Sisk:

This Charisma and the Fictions of Black Leadership (Difference Incorporated) is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Charisma and the Fictions of Black Leadership (Difference Incorporated) in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Nancy Figaro:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but additionally novel and Charisma and the Fictions of Black Leadership (Difference
Incorporated) as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Charisma and the Fictions of Black Leadership (Difference Incorporated)
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Ernest Tate:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Charisma and the
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