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Economic downturns and terrorist attacks notwithstanding, America's love affair with luxury continues
unabated. Over the last several years, luxury spending in the United States has been growing four times
faster than overall spending. It has been characterized by political leaders as vital to the health of the
American economy as a whole, even as an act of patriotism. Accordingly, indices of consumer confidence
and purchasing seem unaffected by recession. This necessary consumption of unnecessary items and services
is going on at all but the lowest layers of society: J.C. Penney now offers day spa treatments; Kmart sells
cashmere bedspreads. So many products are claiming luxury status today that the credibility of the category
itself is strained: for example, the name "pashmina" had to be invented to top mere cashmere.

We see luxury everywhere: in storefronts, advertisements, even in the workings of our imaginations. But
what is it? How is it manufactured on the factory floor and in the minds of consumers? Who cares about it
and who buys it? And how concerned should we be that luxuries are commanding a larger and larger
percentage of both our disposable income and our aspirations?

Trolling the upscale malls of America, making his way toward the Mecca of Las Vegas, James B. Twitchell
comes to some remarkable conclusions. The democratization of luxury, he contends, has been the single
most important marketing phenomenon of our times. In the pages of Living It Up, Twitchell commits the
academic heresy of paying respect to popular luxury consumption as a force that has united the country and
the globe in a way that no war, movement, or ideology ever has. What's more, he claims, the shopping
experience for Americans today has its roots in the spiritual, the religious, and the transcendent.

Deft and subtle writing, audacious ideas, and a fine sense of humor inform this entertaining and insightful
book.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Living It Up: Our Love
Affair with Luxury? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Catherine Scott:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Living It Up: Our Love Affair with
Luxury will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with
you?

James Vera:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Living It Up: Our Love Affair with Luxury can be fine
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Cherry Simard:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Living It Up: Our Love Affair with Luxury your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get just before. The Living It Up: Our Love Affair with Luxury giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?
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