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‘One of the great stories of the American theater..., the Workshop not only built an international
reputation with its daring choice of plays and nontraditional productions, it also helped launch a
movement of regional, or resident, companies that would change forever how Americans thought
about and consumed theater.’ – Elin Diamond, from the Introduction

Herbert Blau founded, with Jules Irving, the legendary Actor's Workshop of San Francisco, in 1952, starting
with ten people in a loft above a judo academy. Over the course of the next 13 years and its hundred or so
productions, it introduced American audiences to plays by Brecht, Beckett, Pinter, Genet, Arden, Fornes, and
various unknown others.

Most of the productions were accompanied by a stunningly concise and often provocative programme note
by Blau. These documents now comprise, within their compelling perspective, a critique of the modern
theatre. They vividly reveal what these now canonical works could mean, first time round, and in the context
of 1950s and 60s American culture, in the shadow of the Cold War.

Programming Theater History curates these notes, with a selection of the Workshop's incrementally artful,
alluring programme covers, Blau's recollections, and evocative production photographs, into a narrative of
indispensable artefacts and observations. The result is an inspiring testimony by a giant of American
performance theory and practice, and a unique reflection of what it is to create theatre history in the present.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Programming Theater History: The Actor's Workshop of San Francisco.

Tessie Springfield:

The actual book Programming Theater History: The Actor's Workshop of San Francisco has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Freddie Straughter:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Programming Theater History:
The Actor's Workshop of San Francisco that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you could pick Programming Theater History: The Actor's Workshop of
San Francisco become your starter.

Dolores Young:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Programming Theater History: The Actor's Workshop of San Francisco can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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