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Fisher & Frey’s answer to close and critical reading

No doubt since the cave paintings of prehistoric times, humans have asked questions to make sense of the
message. So what could possibly be new about posing questions about text?

Plenty . . . and with TDQ, Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey reveal it all. After one quick read, you will have
learned all the very best ways to use text-dependent questions as scaffolds during close reading . . . and the
big understandings they can yield, especially when executed the Fisher and Frey way. But that’s just for
starters. Fisher and Frey also include illustrative video, recommended texts and questions, examples from
across content areas, and an online professional learning guide, making the two volumes of TDQ a potent
professional development tool across all of K-12.

The genius of TDQ is the way Fisher and Frey break down the process into four cognitive pathways that help
teachers “organize the journey through a text” and frame an extended discussion around it. Step by step, this
approach ensures that in every close reading lesson, students are guided to consider explicit and implied
meanings, and deeply analyze and appreciate various aspects of a text, especially those that may be
challenging or confusing. 

Here’s how the four inter-related processes play out, with every why and every how answered:

What does the text say? (general understandings and key details)●

How does the text work? (vocabulary, structure, and author’s craft)●

What does the text mean? (logical inferences and intertextual connections)●

What does the text inspire you to do? (write, investigate, present, debate)●



The cool thing? These questions ignite students’ engagement and discussion because they strategically lead
students to a place of understanding where explicit and implied meanings and interpretations can be debated.
Far from being overly literal or teacher-led, the questioning framework Fisher and Frey advance enhances
the quality of student talk and idea-generation. All in all, there’s no better resource to cultivate students’
capacity for independent reading and incisive thinking.

Also of Interest

[show covers for Rigorous Reading and other TDQ volume.]
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From reader reviews:

Emile Guzman:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Text-Dependent Questions, Grades K-5: Pathways to Close and Critical Reading (Corwin Literacy), you can
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a publication.

Dolly Taylor:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. Text-Dependent Questions, Grades K-5: Pathways to Close and Critical Reading (Corwin Literacy)
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Eric Beasley:

The book untitled Text-Dependent Questions, Grades K-5: Pathways to Close and Critical Reading (Corwin
Literacy) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice learn.

James Weil:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading, not only
science book and also novel and Text-Dependent Questions, Grades K-5: Pathways to Close and Critical
Reading (Corwin Literacy) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Text-Dependent Questions, Grades K-5: Pathways to Close and Critical



Reading (Corwin Literacy) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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