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In modern Japan, beriberi (or thiamin deficiency) became a public health problem that cut across all social
boundaries, afflicting even the Meiji Emperor. During an age of empire building for the Japanese nation,
incidence rates in the military ranged from 30 percent in peacetime to 90 percent during war. Doctors and
public health officials called beriberi a "national disease" because it festeredwithin the bodies of the people
and threatened the health of the empire. Nevertheless, they could not agree over what caused the disease,
attributing it to a diet deficiency or a microbe. InBeriberi in Modern Japan, Alexander R. Bay examines the
debates over the etiology of this "national disease" during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Etiological consensus came after World War I, but the struggle at the national level to direct beriberi
prevention continued, peaking during wartime mobilization. War served as the context within which
scientific knowledge ofberiberi and its prevention was made. The story of beriberi research is not simply
about the march toward the inevitable discovery of "the beriberi vitamin," but rather the history of the role of
medicine in state-making and empire-building in modern Japan. Alexander Bay is assistant professor of
history at Chapman University.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Zamora:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease
(Rochester Studies in Medical History).

Richard Crowe:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a
National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical History) to read.

Debera Jessie:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Beriberi in Modern Japan: The
Making of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical History), you may enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

George Chadwick:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
the book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease (Rochester Studies in Medical
History) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person
must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life at this book Beriberi in Modern Japan: The Making of a National Disease (Rochester
Studies in Medical History). You can more inviting than now.
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