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The prospects of a sixteen-year-old West African girl with no money, education, or experience might seem
pretty depressing. But if she'sgot ahell of alot of nerve and aknack for finding the funny sidein even the
worst situations, she just might triumph over her circumstances. Our heroine Hawa does, and she did. In the
1970s, John Chernoff recorded the story of her life as an "ashawo," or bar girl, making aliving on gifts from
men and her own quick wits, and here presentsit in Hustling Is Not Sealing, one of the most remarkable
"autobiographies” you will ever encounter.

What might have been a sad tale of hardship and exploitation turnsinstead into a fascinating send-up of life
in modern Africa, thanks to Hawa's smarts, savvy, and ear for telling just the right story to make her point.
Through her wide-open and knowing eyes, we get an inside view of what lifeisreally like for young people
in West Africa. We spy on nightlife scenes of sex and deception; we see how modern-minded youth deal
with lifein the citiesin villages; and we share the sweet and sometimes silly friendships formed in the streets
and bars.

But mostly we come to know Hawa and how she has navigated a life that few can even imagine. The first of
two funny, poignant volumes, Hustling starts with an in-depth introduction by Chernoff to Hawa's Africa.
From there the book traces her remarkable transformation from a playful warrior struggling against her
circumstances to an insightful trickster enjoying and taking advantage of them as best she can.

Part coming-of-age story, part ethnography, and all compulsively readable, Hustling Is Not Stealing isarare
book that educates as thoroughly as it entertains.

"Y ou can see some people outside, and you will think they are enjoying, but they are suffering. Every timein
some nightclub, you will see agirl dressed nicely, and she's dancing, she's happy. Y ou will say, 'Ah! This
girl!" You don't know what problem she has got. Some people say that thislife, it's unto us. It's unto us?

Y eah, it's unto me, but sometimes it's not unto me. When | was growing up, | didn't fedl like doing all these
things. Thereis not any girl who will wake up as ayoung girl and say, 'Asfor me, when | grow up, | want to
be ashawo, to go with everybody.' Not any girl will think of this."—from the book

Winner - 2004 Victor Turner Prize in Ethnographic Writing
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From reader reviews:
Debra Lovern:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Hustling Is Not Stealing:
Stories of an African Bar Girl. All type of book are you able to see on many options. Y ou can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Erin Harmon:

The ability that you get from Hustling Is Not Stealing: Stories of an African Bar Girl will be the more deep
you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Hustling Is Not Stealing: Stories of an African Bar Girl giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular Hustling Is Not Stealing: Stories of an African
Bar Girl instantly.

Roy Taylor:

Often the book Hustling Is Not Stealing: Stories of an African Bar Girl will bring that you the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Hustling Is Not Stealing: Stories of an African Bar Girl
is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can a so get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Steven Green:

That book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Hustling Is Not Stealing: Stories of an African Bar
Girl was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Hustling Is Not Stealing:
Stories of an African Bar Girl has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading which.
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