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This book offers a fresh look at the often-censured but imperfectly understood traditions of Utilitarianism
and political economy in their bearing for Victorian literature and culture. It treats writings by Jeremy
Bentham, Adam Smith, Thomas Malthus, David Ricardo, James and John Stuart Mill, Charles Dickens,
Thomas Carlyle, Anthony Trollope, George Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell, and Rabindranath Tagore. It sets texts
in historical context, examines style as well as
ideas, and aims to widen awareness of commonalities across seemingly divided expressions of the age. A
work of 'new economic criticism,' it also treats Utilitarianism, close kin to political economy but even more
poorly understood and poorly regarded. No other literary study addresses Bentham so fully.
The book further contributes to study of Victorian literature-and-liberalism and Victorian liberalism-and-
imperialism. It challenges a high-cultural perspective and a perspective of ideology-critique that derive from
F. R. Leavis and Michel Foucault and inform the prevailing idea of Victorian literature: as contender against
the repressive mentality of Mr. Gradgrind, Dickens's caricature of a Smith-Benthamite; against the 'carceral'
social discipline of Bentham's Panopticon; and against the
'dismal science.' But 'utility' has the happier meaning of pleasure. This study presents a capitalist, liberal age
pursuing utility in commerce, industry, and socioeconomic/political reforms; favourable to freedom; and
'leveling' as regards gender and class. What about empire? a question not generally
so squarely confronted in works on Victorian literature-and-economics and Victorian literature-and-
liberalism. Shown here is the surprising extent to which liberalism develops as liberalism through 'liberal
imperialism'.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian
Literature, Utility, Political Economy to read.

Joshua Allen:

This book untitled Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature, Utility, Political Economy to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from
your list.

Marilyn Leonard:

Precisely why? Because this Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature, Utility, Political Economy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Chris Wolf:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them is Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature, Utility, Political Economy.
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