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In The South's Tolerable Alien, Andrew S. Moore probes the role of Catholics in the post–World War II
South and argues persuasively that, until the 1960s, religion rivaled race as a boundary separating residents
of the Bible Belt. Delving deep into underutilized diocesan archives, he explores the ways in which southern
Catholics worked to be both good Catholics and good southerners in a region largely defined by Protestant
denominations, and explains how the burgeoning civil rights movement ultimately breached these religious
barriers.

With religious intolerance integral to southern Protestant identity, anti-Catholicism persisted longer in the
South than in any other part of the country. Yet despite the prejudices against them, southern Catholics
refused to shrink from public view, creating a separate subculture to sustain their religious identity as they
marked out public sacred space from which they could engage their critics. Moore describes in detail the
Catholics' civic displays and public rituals—including the diocese of Mobile-Birmingham's annual Christ the
King celebrations, which featured downtown parades of over 25,000 people. More than mere assertions of
their presence, these pageants provided Catholics with opportunities to craft a secular identity within the
American mainstream.

As Moore maintains, the rise of the civil rights movement slowly diminished religious tension among white
southerners as violent confrontations in Selma and Birmingham forced Catholics, as well as others, to take a
stand. Once the civil rights movement was in full swing, either support for or opposition to racial
desegregation became paramount and contributed to social and political realignments along racial lines
instead of religious ones. Comparing the responses to the struggle to end Jim Crow among dioceses, Moore
finds that, among Catholics, there was no simple liberal/conservative dichotomy. Instead, he argues that, in
the South, the civil rights movement was more important than the Second Vatican Council in reshaping the
social and political stances of the Catholic Church.

By describing the relationship between Catholics and Protestants in the South from a Catholic perspective,
Moore demonstrates that, despite the persistence of anti-Catholicism throughout this period, white
Protestants were gradually coming to terms with the modern South's religious pluralism. With The South's
Tolerable Alien, Moore offers the first serious analysis of southern Catholicism outside of Louisiana and
makes an enormous contribution to the study of southern religion.
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From reader reviews:

William Boehme:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970, you are able to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a book.

Adrian Rogers:

The e-book with title The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970
contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Brenda Carey:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970.

James Ritchey:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman
Catholics in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970 as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The South's Tolerable Alien: Roman Catholics
in Alabama and Georgia, 1945-1970 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like



this.
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