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Flagships of Imperialism is the first scholarly monograph on the history of the P&O shipping company, and
the first history of P&O to pay due attention to the context of nineteenth century imperial politics which so
significantly shaped the company’s development. Based chiefly on unpublished material from the P&O
archives and the National Archives, and on contemporary official publications, the book covers the crucial
period from the company’s origins to 1867. After presenting new findings about the company’s origins in the
Irish transport industry, the book charts the extension of the founders’ interests from the Iberian peninsula to
the Mediterranean, India, China and Australia. In so doing it deals with the development of the necessary
financial infrastructure for P&O’s operations; the founders’ attitudes to technical advances; the shareholding
base; the company’s involvement in the opium trade, and with its acquisition of mail, Admiralty and other
government contracts. It was the P&O’s status as a government contractor which, above all else, implicated
its fortunes in the wider politics of empire, as illustrated by the book's concluding account of the company’s
rescue from the edge of a financial precipice by the award of a new government mail contract prompted,
among other things, by the Abyssinian expedition of 1867. Flagships of Imperialism will be of interest to
transport and company historians and to historians of the British empire alike, as well as to anyone interested
in the history of British ships and shipping in the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Arielle Griffin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Flagships of
imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Michael Walsh:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) as
the daily resource information.

James Baker:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Flagships of imperialism (Studies
in Imperialism) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dixie Jones:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Flagships of imperialism (Studies in
Imperialism) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that.
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