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During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, France became famous — notorious even — across Europe
for its ambitious attempts to codify and theorise a system of universally valid dramatic 'rules'. So
fundamental and formative was this 'classical' conception of drama that it still underpins our modern
conception of theatre today. Yet rather than rehearsing familiar arguments about plays, Inventing the
Spectator reads early modern France's dramatic
theory against the grain, tracing instead the profile and characteristics of the spectator that these arguments
imply: the living, breathing individual in whose mind, senses, and experience the theatre comes to life. In so
doing, Joseph Harris raises numerous questions — of imagination and illusion, reason and
emotion, vision and aurality, to name but a few — that strike at the very heart of human psychology,
cognition, and experience. Bridging the gap between literary and theatre studies, history of psychology, and
intellectual history, Inventing the Spectator thus reconstructs the theatre spectator's experience as it was
understood and theorised within French dramatic theory between the Renaissance and the Revolution. It
explores early modern spectatorship through three main themes
(illusion and the senses; pleasure and narrative; interest and identification) and five key dramatic
theoreticians (d'Aubignac, Corneille, Dubos, Rousseau, and Diderot). As it demonstrates, the period's
dramatic rules are at heart rules of psychology, cognition, and affect that emerged out of a complex dialogue
with human subjectivity in all its richness.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Fite:

The knowledge that you get from Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical Experience in
Early Modern France will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Inventing the
Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical Experience in Early Modern France giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the
Theatrical Experience in Early Modern France instantly.

Douglas Ayer:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the Theatrical Experience in
Early Modern France it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Casey Timmons:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the
Theatrical Experience in Early Modern France can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Margie Rodriguez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Inventing the Spectator: Subjectivity and the
Theatrical Experience in Early Modern France can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
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