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Suffering in cinema can be crucial to how stars are cast in roles and perceived by audiences, whether it is
performed on the screen or weathered in the form of scandal, heartbreak, disfiguration, or aging in an actor’s
real life. In Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering, editors Rebecca Bell-Metereau and Colleen Glenn
assemble thirteen scholars to consider fourteen stars whose careers have been defined by suffering on- or
off-screen. Together, these essays question assumptions that an actor’s ability to project an enduring
image—both symbolic and physical—is necessary for box-office success, demonstrating instead that
disruptions often shape and direct the star image.

Contributors in this collection examine a wide range of stars from the last seventy years. Some essays deal
with actors who have transformed temporarily for a role, or permanently, through aging or accident, such as
Joaquin Phoenix, Daniel Day-Lewis, Mickey Rourke, Charlize Theron, and Hilary Swank. Other essays
consider stars’ attempts to conceal aspects of themselves from the public in order to maintain a palatable
public image, including Rita Hayworth, Rock Hudson, and Michael Jackson. Some explore typecasting and
audience expectations, noting how struggles with marriage, divorce, and aging intersect in the images of
Natalie Wood, Marilyn Monroe, and Harrison Ford. A final set considers Sissy Spacek, Julia Roberts, and
Halle Berry as women who reconfigure negative press and restrictive gender and racial expectations to their
advantage, managing public perceptions of suffering in ways that flummox their critics.

Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering offers film buffs, students, and scholars a fresh take on casting,
method acting, audience reception, and the tensions at play in our fascination with an actor’s dual role as
private individual and cultural icon.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

Here thing why this Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media
Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering
(Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Star Bodies and the Erotics of
Suffering (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Star Bodies and the Erotics of
Suffering (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) in e-book can be your alternate.

Michelle Carlson:

The reason? Because this Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering (Contemporary Approaches to Film and
Media Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ross Jackson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is actually Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering (Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Media Series). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Kevin Pennell:

You can get this Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media
Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more



information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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