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The effort to legislate family and medical leave policies in the United States illustrates a dilemma at the heart
of the American political process. Faced with strong opposition from business lobbies, proponents of leaves
in the late 1980s and early 1990s had to balance their desire to pass the policy they wanted against the desire
to pass a policy at all.

In this lucid and timely book, Anya Bernstein analyzes how this "moderation dilemma" played out at the
federal level and in four states. In so doing, she develops a new model of policy innovation based on the
debate between the ideologically committed who want all or nothing (and often get nothing) and
compromisers who will settle for less (and often get a lot less). Hers is a unique perspective on one of the
few major policy innovations of the 1990s, and on the contentious issue of the role of the state in American
family life.

Based on interviews with activists, legislators, staff members, and observers, The Moderation Dilemma
uncovers the process by which advocates for family and medical leave determined what they would propose,
chose their strategies, lobbied, and bargained. Bernstein found that groups were successful when they had
access to

substantial resources, were willing to frame their proposals in culturally appropriate ways, and “fit” their
strategies to the political context. In the case of family and medical leave, this meant co-opting the tactics of
the new right and framing family leave as family values, as well as making significant compromises. But not
all groups were willing to make these compromises. The fact that the laws mandating family and medical
leaves cover barely half the population, and are unpaid, raises questions about the costs and benefits of
moderation.

Bernstein also takes a fresh look at women’s movement groups in the 1990s. She compares those who have
learned to work within the political system (insiders) with those that still focus on challenging it (outsiders).
The women’s groups that led the fight to pass family and medical leave had to rethink their goals as
supporters both of equality for women and of accommodation for women’s role as mothers. The Moderation
Dilemma examines that transition and its debates, as well as the implications for the women’s movement as a
whole.

Students and professionals in political science, sociology, and organizational theory will want to read The
Moderation Dilemma, as will anyone concerned with the behavior of interest groups and social movements.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you should have this Moderation Dilemma.

Elbert Gibson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Moderation Dilemma. All type of book
are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Clifford White:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Moderation Dilemma it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Christopher Wilkerson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Moderation Dilemma that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick
Moderation Dilemma become your personal starter.
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