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Mobutu Sese Seko, who ruled Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo) from 1965 until 1997, was
fond of saying “happy are those who sing and dance,” and his regime energetically promoted the notion of
culture as anational resource. During this period Zairian popular dance music (often referred to asla rumba
zairoise) became a sort of musica franca in many parts of sub-Saharan Africa. But how did this privileged
form of cultural expression, one primarily known for a sound of sweetness and joy, flourish under one of the
continent’s most brutal authoritarian regimes? In Rumba Rules, the first ethnography of popular music in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Bob W. White examines not only the economic and political conditions that
brought this powerful music industry to its knees, but aso the ways that popular musicians sought to remain
socialy relevant in atime of increasing insecurity.

Drawing partly on his experiences as a member of alocal dance band in the country’s capital city Kinshasa,
White offers extraordinarily vivid accounts of the live music scene, including the relatively recent
phenomenon of libanga, which involves shouting the names of wealthy or powerful people during
performances in exchange for financial support or protection. With dynamic descriptions of how bands
practiced, performed, and splintered, White highlights how the ways that power was sought and understood
in Kinshasa' s popular music scene mirrored the charismatic authoritarianism of Mobutu’s rule. In Rumba
Rules, Congolese speak candidly about political leadership, social mobility, and what it meant to be abon
chef (good leader) in Mobutu’s Zaire.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Fincher:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about
the person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Musicin
Mobutu's Zaire.

Robert Hatch:

Here thing why that Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire are different and reliable
to beyours. First of al examining abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is astasty asfood or not. Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case
you are having difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Rumba Rules: The Politics of
Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire in e-book can be your option.

Scott Settle:

The reserve untitled Rumba Rules: The Palitics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire is the book that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did alot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Rumba Rules: The Palitics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Rachel Dani€ls:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Rumba Rules: The Palitics of Dance Music in Mobutu's Zaire.
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