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J. B. Kennedy argues that Plato's dialogues have an unsuspected musical structure and use symbols to encode
Pythagorean doctrines. The followers of Pythagoras famously thought that the cosmos had a hidden musical
structure and that wise philosophers would be able to hear this harmony of the spheres. Kennedy shows that
Plato gave his dialogues a similar, hidden musical structure. He divided each dialogue into twelve parts and
inserted symbols at each twelfth to mark a musical note. These passages are relatively harmonious or
dissonant, and so traverse the ups and downs of a known musical scale. Many of Plato's ancient followers
insisted that Plato used symbols to conceal his own views within the dialogues, but modern scholars have
denied this. Kennedy, an expert in Pythagorean mathematics and music theory, now shows that Plato's
dialogues do contain a system of symbols. Scholars in the humanities, without knowledge of obsolete Greek
mathematics, would not have been able to detect these musical patterns. This book begins with a concise and
accessible introduction to Plato's symbolic schemes and the role of allegory in ancient times. The following
chapters then annotate the musical symbols in two of Plato's most popular dialogues, the Symposium and
Euthyphro, and show that Plato used the musical scale as an outline for structuring his narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Fenske:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated
the item for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to
endure than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The
Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Wilson Gonzalez:

The publication untitled The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues is the reserve that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Donna Nichols:

The book with title The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Charles Edwards:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Musical Structure of
Plato's Dialogues. You can more pleasing than now.
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