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Argues that Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics merits a radical reappraisal.

In Unquiet Understanding, Nicholas Davey reappropriates the radical content of Gadamer’s philosophical
hermeneutics to reveal that it offers a powerful critique of Nietzsche’s philosophy of language, nihilism, and
post-structuralist deconstructions of meaning. By critically engaging with the practical and ethical
implications of philosophical hermeneutics, Davey asserts that the importance of philosophical hermeneutics
resides in a formidable double claim that strikes at the heart of both traditional philosophy and
deconstruction. He shows that to seek control over the fluid nature of linguistic meaning with rigid
conceptual regimes or to despair of such fluidity because it frustrates hope for stable meaning is to succumb
to nihilism. Both are indicative of a failure to appreciate that understanding depends upon the vital instability
of the “word.” This innovative book demonstrates that Gadamer’s thought merits a radical reappraisal and
that it is more provocative than commonly supposed.

“…[an] excellent book … Davey’s exposure of the subversive, provocative, and conflictive character of
hermeneutics remains the most innovative aspect of his text.” — Symposium

“In Nick Davey, Gadamer’s legacy finds a powerful advocate, who is similarly ready to distance himself
from his subject, and his writings, in order the better to reconstruct their conceptual possibility, and thereby
to provide the stronger account of what is philosophically distinctive in Gadamer’s reinvention of
hermeneutics … [a] fine book…” — British Journal of Aesthetics

“This is the most enlightening introduction available to Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics. It redefines
transcendence and translation in hermeneutical terms, but it goes substantially beyond this to offer an
introduction to many other topics in philosophical hermeneutics.” — Richard E. Palmer, coeditor of
Dialogue and Deconstruction: The Gadamer-Derrida Encounter

“Elegantly written, this book provides an engaging, original, and challenging reading of Gadamer’s
hermeneutics. Davey offers an insightful clarification of the nature and specific contribution of hermeneutics
as well as a revealing description of the wantonness of understanding.” — Jean Grondin, author of Sources
of Hermeneutics

Nicholas Davey is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Dundee, Scotland.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hofmeister:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical
Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) ended up being making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide
Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental
Philosophy) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the
book Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary
Continental Philosophy). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Todd Goff:

This Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary
Continental Philosophy) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in
Contemporary Continental Philosophy) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics
(SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Michelle Seidl:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's
Philosophical Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) is simple to create you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Rose Rafferty:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical
Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an



interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Unquiet Understanding: Gadamer's Philosophical
Hermeneutics (SUNY series in Contemporary Continental Philosophy).
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