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Amiri Baraka, formerly known as LeRoi Jones, became known as one of the most militant, anti-white black
nationalists of the 1960s Black Power movement. An advocate of Black Cultural Nationalism, Baraka
supported the rejection of all things white and western. He helped found and direct the influential Black Arts
movement which sought to move black writers away from western aesthetic sensibilities and toward a more
complete embrace of the black world. Except perhaps for James Baldwin, no single figure has had more of
an impact on black intellectual and artistic life during the last forty years.In this groundbreaking and
comprehensive study, the first to interweave Baraka's art and political activities, Jerry Watts takes us from
his early immersion in the New York scene through the most dynamic period in the life and work of this
controversial figure. Watts situates Baraka within the various worlds through which he travelled including
Beat Bohemia, Marxist-Leninism, and Black Nationalism. In the process, he convincingly demonstrates how
the 25 years between Baraka's emergence in 1960 and his continued influence in the mid-1980s can also be
read as a general commentary on the condition of black intellectuals during the same time. Continually using
Baraka as the focal point for a broader analysis, Watts illustrates the link between Baraka's life and the lives
of other black writers trying to realize their artistic ambitions, and contrasts him with other key political
intellectuals of the time. In a chapter sure to prove controversial, Watts links Baraka's famous misogyny to
an attempt to bury his own homosexual past. A work of extraordinary breadth, Amira Baraka is a powerful
portrait of one man's lifework and the pivotal time it represents in African-American history. Informed by a
wealth of original research, it fills a crucial gap in the lively literature on black thought and history and will
continue to be a touchstone work for some time to come. Jerry Watts's examination of the career of Amiri
Baraka is engaged, scholarly, tough-minded, informative, and, for many, infuriating and exasperating, as it
should be. With this work, Watts takes his place among a small group of important scholars that are
mapping, in its rich complexity, African American intellectual history and the place of the black public
intellectual in the modern world." Gerald Early, Washington University in St. Louis;  "Spell-binding. Watts's
study is the most comprehensive extant assessment and critique of LeRoi Jones/Amiri Baraka's literary and
political career. More than a biography of Baraka, this book uses his career as a litmus test for raising the
important questions about African-American intellectual life in the twentieth century. Extremely well-
written, provocative, and engaging." Werner Sollors, Harvard University;  "Brilliant and provocative, Watts
offers a trenchant critique of Baraka through his nuanced reading of the relationship of black intellectuals to
African American communities and American liberalism. Transcending many recent critiques of black
essentialism and authenticity through an exceptionally grounded and lucid contextualization of Baraka's
protean political persona, this book is essential reading for scholars of black America and modern
liberalism." Kevin Gaines, University of Michigan;  "A serious and sustained engagement with Baraka's
artistic and activist endeavors. Even at its most critical it demonstrates a rare level of rigor and commitment
to the work of a major black thinker.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Dall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Amiri Baraka. Try to face the book Amiri Baraka as your friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Jose Gray:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Amiri Baraka is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Royce Britton:

This Amiri Baraka is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who also
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using
great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Amiri Baraka in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Dawn Nelson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Amiri Baraka to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
publication Amiri Baraka can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of this time.
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