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The Mississippi River flood of 1927 was the most destructive river flood in U.S. history, reshaping the socia
and cultural landscape as well as the physical environment. Often remembered as an event that altered flood
control policy and elevated the stature of powerful politicians, Richard M. Mizelle Jr. examines the place of
the flood within African American cultural memory and the profound ways it influenced migration patterns
in the United States.

In Backwater Blues, Mizelle analyzes the disaster through the lenses of race and charity, blues music, and
mobility and labor. The book’ s title comes from Bessie Smith’s “ Backwater Blues,” perhaps the best-known
song about the flood. Mizelle notes that the devastation produced the richest groundswell of blues recordings
following any environmental catastrophein U.S. history, with more than fifty songs by countless singers
evoking the disruptive force of the flood and the precariousness of the levees originally constructed to

protect citizens. Backwater Blues reveals larger relationships between social and environmental history.
According to Mizelle, musicians, Harlem Renaissance artists, fraternal organizations, and Creole migrants all
shared a sense of vulnerability in the face of both the Mississippi River and awhite supremacist society. Asa
result, the Mississippi flood of 1927 was not just an environmental crisis but aracia event.

Challenging long-standing ideas of African American environmental complacency, Mizelle offersinsights
into the broader dynamics of human interactions with nature as well as ways in which nature is mediated
through the social and political dynamics of race.l ncludes discography.
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From reader reviews:
Mike Greene:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y ep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Backwater Blues:
The Mississippi Flood of 1927 in the African American Imagination? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
Y ou know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Charles Brewster:

The experience that you get from Backwater Blues: The Mississippi Flood of 1927 in the African American
Imagination is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Backwater Blues: The
Mississippi Flood of 1927 in the African American Imagination giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this book iswell-known enough. This specific book aso makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having that Backwater Blues: The Mississippi Flood of 1927 in the African American
Imagination instantly.

Heather Robertson:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of humerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Backwater Blues: The Mississippi Flood of 1927 in the African American Imagination,
you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Bessie Kr aft:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Backwater Blues: The Mississippi
Flood of 1927 in the African American Imagination which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out



this book? Let's find.
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