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This collection features Chekhov’s best-known short plays in brand new translations: three farces, two comic
duologues and a monologue, all of them referred to by Chekhov as ‘vaudevilles’ and all written in the late
1880s before any of his great full-length plays. ‘I don’t much care for theatre,’ he wrote at the time, ‘but I do
enjoy vaudevilles.’

The Bear, The Proposal and The Wedding are all farces on the preposterous busness of courtship and
marriage. A Tragic Figure and Swansong are comic duologues: one about a civil servant sweltering in
Moscow coping with the incessant demands of his family from their summer dacha, the other about a
melancholy old actor perked up by memories of past glories. On the Evils of Tobacco is a bittersweet
monologue in which a scientific lecture is hijacked by thoughts of domestic misery.

These accurate and actable translations by Chekhov expert Stephen Mulrine reveal a dramatist revelling in
the broad comedy of human behaviour, a comedy which was refined in his later masterpieces.

Highly entertaining, these comic shorts offer a fascinating insight into Chekhov’s development as a
dramatist, and will provide actors at any level – student, amateur or professional – with an ideal showcase.

This edition also includes an introduction, a chronology of key dates, and a pronunciation guide.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Chekhov: Shorts (NHB Classic
Plays) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book
with you?

Shameka Nye:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Chekhov: Shorts (NHB Classic
Plays) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Pedro Turk:

The feeling that you get from Chekhov: Shorts (NHB Classic Plays) will be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Chekhov: Shorts (NHB Classic Plays) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this specific Chekhov: Shorts (NHB Classic Plays) instantly.

Harry Greene:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Chekhov: Shorts (NHB Classic
Plays) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the book Chekhov: Shorts (NHB Classic Plays) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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