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Cradle of Freedom puts a human face on the story of the black American struggle for equality in Alabama
during the 1960s. While exceptional |eaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Fred Shuttlesworth,
Ralph Abernathy, John Lewis, and others rose up from the ranks and carved their placesin history, the
burden of the movement was not carried by them alone. It was fueled by the commitment and hard work of
thousands of everyday people who decided that the time had come to take a stand.

Cradle of Freedomistied to the chronology of pivotal events occurring in Alabamathe Montgomery bus
boycott, the Freedom Rides, the Letter from the Birmingham Jail, the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist
Church, Bloody Sunday, and the Black Power movement in the Black Belt. Gaillard artfully interweaves
fresh stories of ordinary people with the familiar ones of the civil rightsicons. We learn about the ministers
and lawyers, both black and white, who aided the movement in distinct ways at key points. We meet Vernon
Johns, King's predecessor at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, who first suggested
boycotting the buses and who wrote later, "It is a heart strangely un-Christian that cannot thrill with joy
when the least of men begin to pull in the direction of the stars." We hear from John Hulett who tells how
terror of lynching forced him down into ditches whenever headlights appeared on a night road. We see the
Edmund Pettus Bridge beatings from the perspective of marcher JoAnne Bland, who was only a child at the
time. Welearn of E. D. Nixon, a Pullman porter who helped organize the bus boycott and who later choked
with emotion when, for the first timein hislife, awhite man extended his hand in greeting to him on a public
Street.

How these ordinary people rose to the challenges of an unfair system with awill and determination that
changed their times forever is afascinating and extraordinary story that Gaillard tells with his hallmark
talent. Cradle of Freedom unfolds with the dramatic flow of anovel, yet it is based on meticulous research.
With authority and grace, Gaillard explains how the southern state deemed the Cradle of the Confederacy
became with great struggle, some loss, and much hope the Cradle of Freedom.
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From reader reviews:
Jennie Groth:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Cradle of
Freedom: Alabama and the Movement That Changed Americais kind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Judy Finley:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Cradle of Freedom: Alabama and the
Movement That Changed America guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Cradle of
Freedom: Alabama and the Movement That Changed America as good book not merely by the cover but also
with the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you till needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Roger Cooper:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Cradle of Freedom: Alabama and the
Movement That Changed America can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of astep for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Cradle of Freedom: Alabama and the Movement That Changed America.

Marie Miles:

As astudent exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading'sinternal or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Cradle of Freedom: Alabama and the Movement That Changed America can make



you really feel more interested to read.
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