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In the early 1960s, the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater was a small, multi-racial company of dancers
that performed the works of its founding choreographer and other emerging artists. By the late 1960s, the
company had become a well-known African American artistic group closely tied to the Civil Rights struggle.
In Dancing Revelations, Thomas DeFrantz chronicles the troupe's journey from a small modern dance
company to one of the premier institutions of African American culture. He not only charts this rise to
national and international renown, but also contextualizes this progress within the civil rights, women's
rights, and gay rights struggles of the late 20th century.
DeFrantz examines the most celebrated Ailey dances, including Revelations, drawing on video recordings of
Ailey's dances, published interviews, oral histories, and his own interviews with former Ailey company
dancers. Through vivid descriptions and beautiful illustrations, DeFrantz reveals the relationship between
Ailey's works and African American culture as a whole. He illuminates the dual achievement of Ailey as an
artist and as an arts activist committed to developing an African American presence in dance. He also
addresses concerns about how dance performance is documented, including issues around spectatorship and
the display of sexuality, the relationship of Ailey's dances to civil rights activism, and the establishment and
maintenance of a successful, large-scale Black Arts institution.
Throughout Dancing Revelations, DeFrantz illustrates how Ailey combined elements of African dance with
motifs adapted from blues, jazz, and Broadway to choreograph his dances. By re-interpreting these tropes of
black culture in his original and well-received dances, DeFrantz argues that Ailey played a significant role in
defining the African American cultural canon in the twentieth century. As the first book to examine the
cultural sources and cultural impact of Ailey's work, Dancing Revelations is an important contribution to
modern dance history and criticism as well as African-American studies.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Dancing
Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's
Embodiment of African American Cultureis a single of several books that will everyone read now. That book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Michael Bradley:

The reserve with title Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture has a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific
book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Lewis Wade:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Dancing Revelations: Alvin
Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mathew Casillas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture can make you
experience more interested to read.
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