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Although many refer to the American South as the "Bible Belt", the region was not always characterized by a
powerful religious culture. In the seventeenth century and early eighteenth century, religion-in terms both of
church membership and personal piety-was virtually absent from southern culture. The late eighteenth
century and early nineteenth century, however, witnessed the astonishingly rapid rise of evangelical religion
in the Upper South. Within just a few years, evangelicals had spread their beliefs and their fervor, gaining
converts and building churches throughout Virginia and North Carolina and into the western regions. But
what was it that made evangelicalism so attractive to a region previously uninterested in religion?

Monica Najar argues that early evangelicals successfully negotiated the various challenges of the eighteenth-
century landscape by creating churches that functioned as civil as well as religious bodies. The evangelical
church of the late eighteenth century was the cornerstone of its community, regulating marriages, monitoring
prices, arbitrating business, and settling disputes. As the era experienced substantial rifts in the relationship
between church and state, the disestablishment of colonial churches paved the way for new formulations of
church-state relations. The evangelical churches were well-positioned to provide guidance in uncertain times,
and their multiple functions allowed them to reshape many of the central elements of authority in southern
society. They assisted in reformulating the lines between the "religious" and "secular" realms, with
significant consequences for both religion and the emerging nation-state.

Touching on the creation of a distinctive southern culture, the position of women in the private and public
arenas, family life in the Old South, the relationship between religion and slavery, and the political culture of
the early republic, Najar reveals the history behind a religious heritage that remains a distinguishing mark of
American society.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Lowe:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Evangelizing the South: A Social History of
Church and State in Early America (Religion in America) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Yasmin Parker:

This book untitled Evangelizing the South: A Social History of Church and State in Early America (Religion
in America) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-
book from your list.

Curtis Monahan:

The book untitled Evangelizing the South: A Social History of Church and State in Early America (Religion
in America) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Bradford Bryant:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Evangelizing the South: A Social
History of Church and State in Early America (Religion in America) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Evangelizing the South:
A Social History of Church and State in Early America (Religion in America) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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