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Shakespeare and Women situates Shakespeare's female characters in multiple historical contexts, ranging
from the early modern England in which they originated to the contemporary Western world in which our
own encounters with them are staged. In so doing, this book seeks to challenge currently prevalent views of
Shakespeare's women-both the women he depicted in his plays and the women he encountered in the world
he inhabited.

Chapter 1, "A Usable History," analyses the implications and consequences of the emphasis on patriarchal
power, male misogyny, and women's oppression that has dominated recent feminist Shakespeare scholarship,
while subsequent chapters propose alternative models for feminist analysis. Chapter 2, "The Place(s) of
Women in Shakespeare's World," emphasizes the frequently overlooked kinds of social, political, and
economic agency exercised by the women Shakespeare would have known in both Stratford and London.
Chapter 3, "Our Canon, Ourselves," addresses the implications of the modern popularity of plays such as The
Taming of the Shrew which seem to endorse women's subjugation, arguing that the plays--and the aspects of
those plays--that we have chosen to emphasize tell us more about our own assumptions than about the beliefs
that informed the responses of Shakespeare's first audiences. Chapter 4, "Boys will be Girls," explores the
consequences for women of the use of male actors to play women's roles. Chapter 5, "The Lady's Reeking
Breath," turns to the sonnets, the texts that seem most resistant to feminist appropriation, to argue that
Shakespeare's rewriting of the idealized Petrarchan lady anticipates modern feminist critiques of the essential
misogyny of the Petrarchan tradition. The final chapter, "Shakespeare's Timeless Women," surveys the
implication of Shakespeare's female characters in the process of historical change, as they have been
repeatedly updated to conform to changing conceptions of women's nature and women's social roles, serving
in ever-changing guises as models of an unchanging, universal female nature.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Shakespeare and
Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jeanne Pratt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Shakespeare and
Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, you can pick Shakespeare and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) become your
current starter.

Nancy Ochoa:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Shakespeare and Women (Oxford
Shakespeare Topics) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Shakespeare
and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Sheila Searcy:

This Shakespeare and Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) is new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Shakespeare and
Women (Oxford Shakespeare Topics) can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one.



You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and knowledge.
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