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Prompted by the abundant historical allusions in Athenian political and diplomatic discourse, Bernd
Steinbock analyzes the uses and meanings of the past in fourth-century Athens, using Thebes’ role in
Athenian memory as a case study. This examination is based upon the premise that Athenian social memory,
that is, the shared and often idealized and distorted image of the past, should not be viewed as an unreliable
counterpart of history but as an invaluable key to the Athenians’ mentality. Against the tendency to view the
orators’ references to the past as empty rhetorical phrases or propagandistic cover-ups for Realpolitik, it
argues that the past constituted important political capital in its own right. Drawing upon theories of social
memory, it contextualizes the orators’ historical allusions within the complex net of remembrances and
beliefs held by the audience and thus tries to gauge their ideological and emotive power. 

 

Integrating literary, epigraphic, and archaeological evidence with recent scholarship on memory, identity,
rhetoric, and international relations, Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the
Past enhances our understanding of both the function of memory in Athenian public discourse and the
history of Athenian-Theban relations. It should be of interest not only to students of Greek history and
oratory but to everybody interested in memory studies, Athenian democracy, and political decision making.
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From reader reviews:

David Williams:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and
Meanings of the Past is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Oliver Gerling:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the
Past. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Alexandra Robbins:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past can
make you sense more interested to read.

Regina Dye:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse:
Uses and Meanings of the Past.
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