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This finely illustrated book offers a simple yet comprehensive 'grammar' of a new discipline. Performance
Art first became popular in the fifties when artists began creating 'happenings'. Since then the artist as a
performer has challenged many of the accepted rules of the theatre and radically altered our notion of what
constitutes visual art. This is the first publication to outline the essential characteristics of the field and to put
forward a method for teaching the subject as a discipline distinct from dance, drama, painting or sculpture.
Taking the theory of primary and secondary colours as his model, Anthony Howell posits three primaries of
action and shows how these may be mixed to obtain a secondary range of actions. Based on a taught course,
the system is designed for practical use in the studio and is also entertaining to explore. Examples are cited
from leading performance groups and practitioners such as Bobbie Baker, Orlan, Stelarc, Annie Sprinkle,
Robert Wilson, Goat Island, and Station House Opera.
This volume, however, is not just an illustrated grammar of action - it also shows how the syntax of that
grammar has psychoanalytic repercussions. This enables the performer to relate the system to lived
experience, ensuring a realisation that meaning is being dealt with through these actions and that the stystem
set forth is more than a dry structuring of the characteristics of movement.
Freud's notion of 'transference' and Lacan's understanding of 'repetition' are compared to a performer's usage
of the same terms. Thus the book provides a psychoanalytic critique of performance at the same time as it
outlines an efficient method for creating live work on both fine art and theatre courses.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies), you
are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a guide.

Inge Reader:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The Analysis of
Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies).

Sandra McNulty:

The reserve with title The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary
Theatre Studies) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Christopher Jaeger:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Analysis of Performance
Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies) can be the response, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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