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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Cultural Studies - Empiric Cultural Studies, grade: 1,3,
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Angewandte Sprach- und Kulturwissenschaft), 21 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: When reading about Chicago at the Turn of the 20th Century, you
always come across great changes and new developments in the means of transport, building and the
stockyards; therefore, it can be assumed that these three fields influenced and shaped Chicago more than
anything else in this period.
The first chapter deals with the mostly very difficult daily life of Chicagoans, their cost of living and the
wages they earned at that time; besides that, a passage will be dedicated to people’s health conditions. Here,
the focus lies on the poorer class of society which to a great extent consisted of immigrants who came to
Chicago from all over the U.S. and Europe looking for jobs and hoping for a better life. When reading about
the daily life of people it is very likely to come across the name Jane Addams, who helped the poor, and her
Hull House.
The second chapter is about the means of transport, especially about the importance of the railroad that made
it possible for the city to have a great economic growth and provided an access way to the city for the many
immigrants arriving in town. Moreover, the invention of the elevated railroad is mentioned and the changes
in local transport that resulted from it.
In the third chapter, Chicago’s development in building is described. Due to the fact that the city was
growing very quickly, people needed cheap houses that were easy to build. After the Great Fire of Chicago
in 1871, architects from all over the country came to Chicago to rebuild what had been destroyed in the city
center. Their greatest innovation was the modern skyscraper. Furthermore, there were two major building
projects in Chicago at the turn of the century, the White City for the World’s Columbian Exposition in 1893
and the Plan of Chicago.
The third very important fact about the Chicago of the time, the stockyards, is described in chapter four. The
stockyards are typical for this city and offered to thousands of Chicagoans a possibility to find work; they
were also in every one’s minds when thinking of Chicago and are representative for the problems of urban
industrialization of that time.
Chapter five gives an overview of an important event that ended tragically in 1886, the Haymarket Riot,
during which workers went out on strike for an eight-hour working day.
The last chapter deals with the name Pullman that has various meanings: a town, a railroad car, an
industrialist.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

The event that you get from Chicago at the turn of the 20th century may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Chicago at the turn of the 20th century giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Chicago at the
turn of the 20th century instantly.

Matthew McDaniel:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Chicago at the turn of the 20th
century is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Melody Grissom:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Chicago at the turn of the 20th century can
be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jackie Ballesteros:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Chicago at the turn of the 20th century was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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