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African Americans have experienced life under the rule of law in quite different contexts from those of
whites, and they have written about those differences in poems, songs, stories, autobiographies, novels, and
memoirs. This book examines the tradition of American law as it appears in African American literary life,
from pre-Revolutionary murder trials to gangsta rap. The experience, and the critique it produces, changes
our pictures of both American law and African American literature.

This study reads the already canonical works of nineteenth- and twentieth-century black literature in the
context of their responses to and critiques of American legal history. At the same time, it examines little
known texts of African American life, from the urban humor of James D. Corrothers, through the early
political essays of Chester Himes, to the adventures of black comic book heroes like Steel, Wise Son, and
Xero. These are contextualized within specific legislation and case law, from the slave laws of early Virginia
to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, from the case of Phillis and Mark in 1755 to the Simpson trials of the mid
1990s.

Finally, the legal texts presented are themselves critiqued by the fictions and legal analyses of the African
Americans who lived out their implications in their daily lives. Through a positing of the legal and cultural
concepts of privacy, property, identity, desire and citizenship, and the romantic ideals of authenticity, irony,
and innocence, Suggs is able to show how our understanding of American law should be influenced by
African American conceptions of it as depicted through literature.

This book will appeal to students and scholars of literary and cultural studies, law and literature, American
history, as well as to scholars of African American literature and culture.

Jon-Christian Suggs is Professor of English, John Jay College, City University of New York.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Smith:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Whispered Consolations: Law
and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) book since this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Curtis Phillips:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in
African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) as your daily resource information.

Bonnie Vassallo:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And
Violence), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Mary Linkous:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African
American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why



hesitate? Let's have Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning,
And Violence).
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