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Three years before his death, Michel Foucault delivered a series of lectures at the Catholic University of
Louvain that until recently remained almost unknown. These lectures—which focus on the role of avowal, or
confession, in the determination of truth and justice—provide the missing link between Foucault’s early
work on madness, delinquency, and sexuality and his later explorations of subjectivity in Greek and Roman
antiquity.

Ranging broadly from Homer to the twentieth century, Foucault traces the early use of truth-telling in ancient
Greece and follows it through to practices of self-examination in monastic times. By the nineteenth century,
the avowal of wrongdoing was no longer sufficient to satisfy the call for justice; there remained the question
of who the “criminal” was and what formative factors contributed to his wrong-doing. The call for
psychiatric expertise marked the birth of the discipline of psychiatry in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
aswell as its widespread recognition as the foundation of criminology and modern criminal justice.

Published here for the first time, the 1981 lectures have been superbly tranglated by Stephen W. Sawyer and
expertly edited and extensively annotated by Fabienne Brion and Bernard E. Harcourt. They are
accompanied by two contemporaneous interviews with Foucault in which he elaborates on a number of the
key themes. An essential companion to Discipline and Punish, Wrong-Doing, Truth-Telling will take its
place as one of the most significant works of Foucault to appear in decades, and will be necessary reading for
all those interested in his thought.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Crow:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as alife style. Thisreading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Wrong-Doing, Truth-Telling: The
Function of Avowal in Justice is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Martin Thomas:

Often the book Wrong-Doing, Truth-Telling: The Function of Avowal in Justice has alot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after reading this book.

Sylvester Perkins:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Wrong-Doing, Truth-Telling: The Function of
Avowal in Justice, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Carla Helton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you aso know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Wrong-
Doing, Truth-Telling: The Function of Avowal in Justice.
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