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Examining “the moment” as one of the primary motifs of Beat writing, Erik Mortenson offers the first book
to investigate immediacy and its presence and importance in Beat writing. Capturing the Beat Moment:
Cultural Politics and the Poetics of Presence places an expanded canon of Beat writersin an early
postmodern context that highlights their importance in American poetics and provides an account of Beat
practices that reveal how gender and race affect Beat politics of the moment.

Mortenson argues that Beat writers focused on action, desire, and spontaneity to establish an authentic
connection to the world around them and believed that “living in the moment” was the only way in which
they might establish the kind of life that led to good writing. With thisin mind, he explores the possihility
that, far from being the antithesis of their times, the Beats actually were a product of them. Mortenson
outlines the effects of gender and race on Beat writing in the postwar years, as well asthe Beats' attemptsto
break free of the constrictive notions of time and space prevalent during the 1950s.

Mortenson discusses such topics as the importance of personal visionary experiences; the embodiment of
sexuality and the moment of ecstasy in Beat writing; how the Beats used photographs to evoke the past; and
the ways that Beat culture was designed to offer alternatives to existing political and social structures.
Throughout the volume, Mortenson moves beyond the Kerouac-Ginsberg-Burroughs triumvirate commonly
associated with Beat literature, discussing women—such as Diane di Prima, Janine Pommy Vega, and Joyce
Johnson—and African American writers, including Bob Kaufman and Amiri Baraka. With the inclusion of
these authors comes aricher understanding of the Beat writers' value and influence in American literary
history.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Frye:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for awhileis reading.

Y eah, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Capturing the Beat Moment: Cultural Politics and
the Poetics of Presence book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Travis Pope:

Capturing the Beat Moment: Cultural Politics and the Poetics of Presence can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his’her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Capturing the Beat Moment: Cultural Politics and the Poetics of Presence athough doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

GloriaLentz:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. Capturing the Beat Moment: Cultural Palitics and the Poetics of Presence can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

David Reed:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Capturing the Beat Moment: Cultural
Politics and the Poetics of Presence or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Capturing the Beat Moment: Cultural Politics and the Poetics of
Presence to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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