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Are traditions of popular theatre still alive in politically-engaged theatre today? In San Francisco they are.
The San Francisco Mime Troupe is a modern link in the long history of public performances that have a
merry air but have a voice of political protest and social comment. Every summer since 1962 the Troupe has
taken free outdoor performances to public parks in the Bay Area. In a style that is festive and a spirit that is
revolutionary the Mime Troupe has relied on popular theatre forms to address timely political and social
issues. Their productions maintain a contemporary political edge, while showing their origins to be the
popular traditions of the commedia dell'arte, circus clowning, vaudeville, puppetry, and minstrel shows. With
The Minstrel Show or Civil Rights in a Cracker Barrel (1965) they expressed support of the civil rights
movement. With L'Amant Militaire (1967) they voiced support of Vietnam War protests.

To discover what makes these apparently frivolous theatrical traditions effective for contemporary political
theatre, Festive Revolutions explores the historical origins of the popular forms the Mime Troupe draws on.
In old Europe, where performance traditions began, political turmoil blended with festive celebration. The
lineage of the Mime Troupe's Punch the Red can be traced back to the Italian puppet figure Pulcinella
through its English and Russian counterparts Punch and Petrushka. In the Mime Troupe the use of
stereotypes and reliance upon colorful festivity are diverse strategies for dodging censorship. Productions
like Ripped Van Winkle continue today to rekindle the radicalism the Troupe inherited from the culture of the
1960s.

Festive Revolutions shows that such forms have inspired political theatre for centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

The book Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe to
become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Festive
Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Louis Hudson:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Festive Revolutions: The Politics of
Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Terry Myers:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular
Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Festive Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Gertrude Ponder:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book Festive
Revolutions: The Politics of Popular Theater and the San Francisco Mime Troupe. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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