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The Utilitarians were one of the targets of this novel. Utilitarianism was a prevalent school of thought during
this period, its founders being Jeremy Bentham and James Mill, father to political theorist John Stuart Mill.
Theoretical Utilitarian ethics hold that promotion of general social welfare is the ultimate goal for the
individual and society in general: "the greatest amount of happiness for the greatest number of people."
Dickens believed that in practical terms, the pursuit of a totally rationalised society could lead to great
misery.
Bentham's former secretary, Edwin Chadwick, helped design the Poor Law of 1834, which deliberately made
workhouse life as uncomfortable as possible. In the novel, this is conveyed in Bitzer's response to
Gradgrind's appeal for compassion.
Dickens was appalled by what was, in his interpretation, a selfish philosophy, which was combined with
materialist laissez-faire capitalism in the education of some children at the time, as well as in industrial
practices. In Dickens's interpretation, the prevalence of utilitarian values in educational institutions promoted
contempt between mill owners and workers, creating young adults whose imaginations had been neglected,
due to an over-emphasis on facts at the expense of more imaginative pursuits.
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From reader reviews:

Cassie Merritt:

The e-book untitled Hard Times (Illustrated) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Hard Times (Illustrated) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Arthur Coe:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Hard Times (Illustrated) why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Shawn Jones:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Hard Times (Illustrated) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Rose Buck:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hard Times (Illustrated) can be the response,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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