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Single-parent families succeed. Within these families children thrive, develop, and grow, just asthey doina
variety of family structures. Tragically, they must do so in the face of powerful legal and socia stigma that
works to undermine them.

As Nancy E. Dowd arguesin this bold and original book, the justifications for stigmatizing single-parent
families are founded largely on myths, myths used to rationalize harshly punitive socia policies. Children, in
increasing numbers, bear the brunt of those policies. In this generation, more than two-thirds of all children
will spend some time in a single-parent family before reaching age 18. The damage done in the name of
justified stigma, therefore, harms a great many children.

Dowd details the primary justifications for stigmatizing single-parent families, marshalling an impressive
array of resources about single parents that portray avery different picture of these families. She describes
themin all their forms, with particular attention to the differential treatment given never-married and
divorced single parents, and to the impact of gender, race, and class. Emphasizing that all families face
significant conflicts between work and family responsibilities, Dowd argues many two-parent families, in
fact, function as single-parent caregiving households. The success or failure of families, she contends, has
little to do with form. Many of the problems faced by single-parent families mirror problems faced by all
families.

Illustrating the harmful impact of current laws concerning divorce, welfare, and employment, Dowd makes a
powerful case for centering policy around the welfare and equality of all children. A thought-provoking
examination of the stereotypes, realities and possibilities of single-parent families, In Defense of Single-
Parent Families asks usto consider the true purpose or goal of afamily.
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From reader reviews:
Laquita Horton:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this In Defense of Single-Parent Families.

William Bixby:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be In Defense of Single-Parent Families why because the
great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Judith Bryant:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book In Defense of Single-Parent Families was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of abook, you can really feel enjoy to read
aguide. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Vivian Regan:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which
filled update of news. With this modern eralike right now, many waysto get information are available for
you. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the In Defense of Single-Parent Families when you required it?
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