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“From Thomas Hobbes' fear of the power of laughter to the compulsory, packaged fun" of the contemporary
mass media, Billig takes the reader on a stimulating tour of the strange world of humour. Both a significant
work of scholarship and anovel contribution to the understanding of the humourous, thisis a seriously
engaging book' - David Inglis, University of Aberdeen. This delightful book tackles the prevailing
assumption that laughter and humour are inherently good. In developing a critique of humour the author
proposes a social theory that places humour - in the form of ridicule - as central to socia life. Billig argues
that al cultures useridicule as a disciplinary means to uphold norms of conduct and conventions of meaning.
Historically, theories of humour reflect wider visions of politics, morality and aesthetics. For example,
Bergson argued that humour contains an element of cruelty while Freud suggested that we deceive ourselves
about the true nature of our laughter. Billig discusses these and other theories, while using the topic of
humour to throw light on the perennial social problems of regulation, control and emancipation.”
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From reader reviews:
John Charlie

Baook isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for al of us. The book Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social
Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
guide Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory,
Culture & Society) is not only giving you alot more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the
book Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Socia Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory,
Culture & Society). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Frances Stone:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
whileisreading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Laughter and Ridicule:
Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Verna Tubbs:

Reading a book being new life stylein this year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The Laughter
and Ridicule: Towards a Socia Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture &
Society) provide you with anew experience in studying a book.

Lauren Miner:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word



says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social
Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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