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Jazz as an instrument of global diplomacy transformed superpower relations in the Cold War era and
reshaped democracy's image worldwide. Lisa E. Davenport tells the story of America's program of jazz
diplomacy practiced in the Soviet Union and other regions of the world from 1954 to 1968. Jazz music and
jazz musicians seemed an ideal card to play in diminishing the credibility and appeal of Soviet communism
in the Eastern bloc and beyond. Government-funded musical junkets by such jazz masters as Louis
Armstrong, Dave Brubeck, Duke Ellington, Dizzy Gillespie, and Benny Goodman dramatically influenced
perceptions of the U.S. and its capitalist brand of democracy while easing political tensions in the midst of
critical Cold War crises. This book shows how, when coping with foreign questions about desegregation, the
dispute over the Berlin Wall, the Cuban missile crisis, Vietnam, and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia,
jazz players and their handlers wrestled with the inequalities of race and the emergence of class conflict
while promoting America in a global context. And, as jazz musicians are wont to do, many of these
ambassadors riffed off script when the opportunity arose.

Jazz Diplomacy argues that this musical method of winning hearts and minds often transcended economic
and strategic priorities. Even so, the goal of containing communism remained paramount, and it prevailed
over America's policy of redefining relations with emerging new nations in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Jazz Diplomacy: Promoting
America in the Cold War Era (American Made Music Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Shawn Calvin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Jazz Diplomacy: Promoting America in the
Cold War Era (American Made Music Series) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Jazz Diplomacy: Promoting America in the Cold War Era (American Made Music Series) as good
book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain
book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Yolanda Matlock:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Jazz Diplomacy: Promoting America in the Cold War Era (American Made
Music Series) can make you experience more interested to read.

Ryan Harrison:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Jazz Diplomacy: Promoting America in the
Cold War Era (American Made Music Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Jazz Diplomacy: Promoting America in the Cold
War Era (American Made Music Series) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using



what must you're doing of this time.
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