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Provocative reading of the role masochism plays in structuring the aesthetics and political philosophy of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

Theorization of sensual desire was not uncommon in the eighteenth century; like many materialists of the
French Enlightenment, Jean-Jacques Rousseau rejected imperatives founded on metaphysical suppositions
and viewed the senses as the only valid source of philosophical knowledge. In Social Contract, Masochist
Contract, Fayçal Falaky demonstrates that what distinguishes Rousseau is that the foundational measure on
which he bases his materialist philosophy is a sexual instinct endowed, paradoxically, with the same sublime,
self-abnegating attributes historically associated with Christian, metaphysical desire. To understand the
aesthetics of Rousseau’s masochism is, Falaky argues, to understand how ideals of Christian morality and
spiritual ennoblement survived the Enlightenment, and how God died, only to be repackaged in new fetishes.
Whether it is the imperious mistress of his erotic fantasies, the Arcadian nature of his philosophical reveries,
or the sublime Law designed to elevate the citizen from enslaving appetite, Rousseau’s fetishes herald the
new regulative Ideals of the modern secular state.

Fayçal Falaky is Assistant Professor of French at Tulane University.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Social Contract, Masochist Contract:
Aesthetics of Freedom and Submission in Rousseau. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Luciana Findley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Social Contract, Masochist Contract:
Aesthetics of Freedom and Submission in Rousseau book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Sam Hasse:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Social Contract, Masochist
Contract: Aesthetics of Freedom and Submission in Rousseau is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Eric Kinlaw:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Social Contract, Masochist
Contract: Aesthetics of Freedom and Submission in Rousseau can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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