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In A Nervous State, Nancy Rose Hunt considers the afterlives of violence and harm in King Leopold’s
Congo Free State. Discarding catastrophe as narrative form, she instead brings alive a history of colonial
nervousness. This mood suffused medical investigations, security operations, and vernacular healing
movements. With a heuristic of two colonial states—one "nervous," one biopolitical—the analysis alternates
between medical research into birthrates, gonorrhea, and childlessness and the securitization of subaltern
"therapeutic insurgencies." By the time of Belgian Congo’s famed postwar developmentalist schemes, a
shining infertility clinic stood near a bleak penal colony, both sited where a notorious Leopoldian rubber
company once enabled rape and mutilation. Hunt’s history bursts with layers of perceptibility and song,
conveying everyday surfaces and daydreams of subalterns and colonials alike. Congolese endured and
evaded forced labor and medical and security screening. Quick-witted, they stirred unease through healing,
wonder, memory, and dance. This capacious medical history sheds light on Congolese sexual and musical
economies, on practices of distraction, urbanity, and hedonism. Drawing on theoretical concepts from
Georges Canguilhem, Georges Balandier, and Gaston Bachelard, Hunt provides a bold new framework for
teasing out the complexities of colonial history.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and
Reverie in Colonial Congo.

Mary Williams:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies,
and Reverie in Colonial Congo will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or acceptable book with you?

Robert Stewart:

Precisely why? Because this A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

William Sanders:

You can find this A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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